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TRAIL ORIENTEERING

Provide meaningful
context which 
frames learning

Follow children’s 
interests and 
preferences

Share power and 
responsibility with 
children

Establish the organising 
principles for 
participative learning

Model being an 
agentic learner
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Provide meaningful context which frames learning

Create a purposeful context for 
learning

I don’t have 
any 

experience 
of this

I have done 
this but am

not very
confident

I am 
reasonable 
confident

I am very 
confident 

Use incorrect answers and 
methods as learning

Follow up children’s responses 
with questions

Create ’hooks’

Use dilemmas and controversies 
to stimulate discussion

Create engaging tasks and 
consider the materials on offer

Suggest activities if children are 
unfocused or aimless

Use informal rather than 
directional language 



Follow children’s interests and preferences

Plan lessons that respond to 
questions and interest that 
emerged out of previous lessons

I don’t have 
any 

experience 
of this

I have done 
this but am

not very
confident

I am 
reasonable 
confident

I am very 
confident 

Use elaborative utterances to 
challenge children o think more 
deeply about their response

Allow children to choose how to 
engage with the learning task

Seize learning moments 

Provide time to explore



Share power and responsibility with children

Involve children in deciding the 
learning outcomes and setting 
success criteria

I don’t have 
any 

experience 
of this

I have done 
this but am

not very
confident

I am 
reasonable 
confident

I am very 
confident 

Facilitate goal setting

Evaluate together

Support independent problem 
solving

Recognize divergent opinions

Encourage peer help and peer 
teaching

Make resources for learning freely
accessible 



Establish the organising principles for participative learning

Involve children in discussing 
classroom roles and life

I don’t have 
any 

experience 
of this

I have done 
this but am

not very
confident

I am 
reasonable 
confident

I am very 
confident 

Allow space for movement

Provide opportunities for children 
to choose where they learn

Allow children to protect their 
learning space

Have a system whereby children 
choose who they work with

Actively respond to children’s 
cues of distress



Model being an agentic learner

Elicit and articulate children’s task 
related thoughts and narratives 

I don’t have 
any 

experience 
of this

I have done 
this but am 

not very 
confident

I am 
reasonable 
confident

I am very 
confident 

Ask open ended questions

Recognise and verbalise 
children’s task related feelings 
and self-narrative

Model and foster empathetic 
behaviour

Model ‘not knowing is ok’

Support personal assessment

Develop solution focused thinking



My reflections on this activity 


